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CIA authority for involvement in the war in Laos stems
directly from the National Security Council Act of 1947,
'specifically Section 102(d) (5) of the Act which provides
that CIA will "...perforﬁ such other functions and duties
related to intelligence affecting the national security as
the National Security Council may from time to time direct."
This authority was extended by the CIA Act of 1949 and policy
decisions of President Kennedy on 9 March 1961 and 19 June 1963.
This original policy guidance has been reaffirmed in a series
of later decisions by successor Presidents, the National
Securiiy Council and the 40 Committee.; The CIA military
progrém in Laos was last reviewed by tﬁe 40 Committee on 12

August 1972.
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